
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 1 
 2 

OKANOGAN COUNTY 3 
 4 

MAY 3, 2021 5 
 6 
 7 
  9:00 AM Review Commissioners Agenda and Consent Agenda 8 
  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners- Discuss Individual Weekly Meetings and Schedule 9 
10:00 AM Review Meeting Minutes 10 
10:30 AM Discussion -Highland Drive Property-Thomas Debrosky 11 
11:00 AM Discussion -Advisory Committees, Repeal of OCC 2.66-Planning Pete Palmer 12 
11:30 AM Discussion-Auditor Staff Resolution & RFP’s Voter’s Pamphlet-Auditor Cari Hall 13 
 14 
The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in Regular session at 123 5th Avenue 15 

North, Okanogan, Washington on May 3, 2021, with; Chairman, Commissioner Chris Branch; 16 
Vice-Chairman, Commissioner Andy Hover; Member, and the Clerk of the Board, Laleña 17 
Johns, present.  18 

 19 
AV Capture provided audio and video of the meetings held today, while ZOOM provided best 20 

audio accessibility and public interaction. 21 
 22 
Commissioner Jim DeTro was absent today due to personal reasons. 23 

 24 
Review Commissioners Agenda and Consent Agenda 25 

Commissioners reviewed their agenda. 26 
 27 

Briefing Among Commissioners- Discuss Individual Weekly Meetings and Schedule 28 
Commissioner Branch discussed spray activities on Okanogan River that some people 29 
concerned about. Commissioner Hover thought use of Everbridge notification would be great 30 

especially when a 24-hour meeting notice is required for a special meeting that is scheduled 31 
since we only have a once a week newspaper.  32 

 33 
Commissioners asked if the Clerk of the Board would update the online agenda if the Planning 34 
office scheduled a special meeting on Wednesday for Friday. She stated if the information is 35 

provided to her, yes, she would update the online agenda. The trouble is the information isn’t 36 
consistently relayed to her for the agenda update.  37 
 38 
Commissioner Hover discussed he would be attending a Ruckelshaus meeting from 10-12 39 

Tuesday.  40 
 41 
Commissioner Branch stated the WRIA 49 Watershed Planning Unit meeting be taken off the 42 
commissioners reoccurring monthly calendar since that meeting is not every month and is a 43 
constantly changing picture. The planning unit is more likely to meet quarterly not monthly. The 44 

Clerk of the Board removed the reoccurring meeting from the calendar. Commissioner Hover 45 
is good with the make up of the unit.  46 
 47 
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Commissioners added Conservation District Craig Nelson to their agenda to discuss 48 

watershed planning 49 

 50 
Motion Direction for Everbridge Publication  51 
Commissioner Hover moved to direct all departments under County Commissioners’ 52 
supervision to submit their public notices to emergency management for dispersal through the 53 
Everbridge program.  Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 54 

 55 
For meetings or notices about things the public need to know such as special meetings of the 56 
Planning Department, Public Health and meetings out of the regular set time frame. 57 
Consistency in notifying the public about special meetings or messages is key. If we meet the 58 
basic requirements of RCW 42.30.080 and also provide the info through Everbridge notification 59 

system would be best coverage. Departments should contact him whenever they have a 60 

notification. 61 
 62 

Maurice Goodall updated the board on the rivers. The river will come up towards the flood 63 

stage, but not expected to flood. Canadian snowpack is smaller than ours.  64 
 65 
Review Meeting Minutes 66 

Commissioners reviewed their meeting minutes and offered corrections.  67 
 68 

Discussion -Highland Drive Property-Thomas Debrosky 69 
No one came to the meeting. 70 
 71 

Discussion -Advisory Committees, Repeal of OCC 2.66-Planning Pete Palmer 72 

Planning Director Palmer explained the research she has done of advisory committees. The 73 
Mazama Sub Area A committee is the only active committee right now.  She asked the Board 74 
for direction. There was a coffee break group that met on some areas in the Methow, does the 75 

board want to re establish the groups to work on their areas and updating their plan.  76 
 77 

The Mazama Group appointment letters do not have expiration dates to establish term limits. 78 
Draft Sub Area A plan and website is what we have  79 
 80 

Director Palmer said in the Comprehensive review the people asked that it be extended to 81 
cover the south area in the lower Methow more completely planned area. Process for that was 82 
discussed. 83 

 84 

Discussion-Auditor Staff Resolution & RFP’s Voter’s Pamphlet-Auditor Cari Hall 85 

Tanya Craig, Jamie Groomes, Cari Hall 86 
 87 
Ms. Hall provided the Certificate of Sufficiency for the Dog Control Petition.  88 
 89 
Ms. Hall stated an employee has been working in out of class in the Auditor’s office and a 90 

resolution was prepared for consideration to provide additional pay. 91 
 92 
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Ms. Hall explained a voter’s election pamphlet is required this year. The state isn’t doing a 93 

primary due to the state not finding funding, but counties are required to do a primary.  Quotes 94 

were provided for printing the pamphlets. (attached) 95 
 96 
Staff was able to create a pamphlet for Okanogan County. Some newspapers have restrictions 97 
and costs to print what we want, but it comes down to experience in creating them. Sound 98 
Publishing was recommended as they print them for the state and they appear to be lowest 99 

cost.  100 
 101 
Motion Voters Pamphlet Printing 102 
Commissioner Hover moved to approve the Election Voter’s Pamphlet bid from Sound 103 
Publishing as the lowest bid. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  104 

 105 

Ms. Groomes asked who would be delegated for canvassing the board this week. Delegation 106 
of authority for the three commissioners were signed by the chairman.  107 

 108 

Discussion -Mazama Water Quality Fund & Water Banking-Craig Nelson 109 
Mr. Nelson explained funding for the Okanogan Agricultural Water Bank because a week ago 110 
he was listening to commissioners meeting where they were discussed a water monitoring 111 

fund thought to pay for treatments to sewer systems for water quality monitoring.  112 
Mr. Nelson said there is no water quality plan for the Methow, but discussed samples being 113 

taken monthly for water quality assurance. Over the years he has talked with DOE and local 114 
landowners involved in watershed planning about water quality monitoring but was told it 115 
wasn’t necessary in the Methow. The majority of concerns are of temperature and flow.  116 

 117 

The Washington State Legislators approved $125,000 for setting up a pilot agricultural water 118 
bank with $85,000 put aside for this fiscal year for the Methow and $40,000 for next year. 119 
(attached)  120 

 121 
Mr. Craig explained the process and history the conservation district went through to ask for 122 

funds. It was originally a $350,000 ask, but he was told large asks would not be funded so he 123 
put in for less. He said $125,000 was awarded for the purpose of setting up a pilot agricultural 124 
water bank. The budget is so new that conversations haven’t happened on the specifics. 125 

Commissioner Hover asked, how many transactions would there be if the county had a water 126 
bank. Mr. Nelson said maybe a handful per year?  127 
 128 

Commissioner Hover said it should lead to decisions based on land use.  129 

 130 

Motion 131 
Commissioner Hover moved to continue discussion on the development of water banks with 132 
the conservation district and Okanogan county. Motion was seconded, Commissioner Hover 133 
amended his motion to say support the effort on water bank development with Conservation 134 
District and Okanogan County. All were in favor, motion carried.  135 

 136 
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Commissioner Hover would like to draft a letter to Ecology requesting Okanogan County 137 

Commissioners be notified whenever funding is applied in Okanogan County in order to close 138 

the Ecology Loop. 139 
 140 
Commissioner Branch asked if tomorrow’s agenda looked good. The times needed to be 141 
adjusted on the last three meetings.  142 
 143 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i) 144 
Commissioner Hover moved to go into executive session at 2:35 p.m. for 25 minutes to discuss 145 
RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i) inviting David Gecas, Pete Palmer, and Angie Hubbard to discuss legal 146 
matters to which the county may be or become a part. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, 147 
motion carried.  148 

 149 

Executive session ended at 3:00 p.m. no decisions were made. 150 
 151 

The board adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 152 

 153 
 154 
 155 


